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1. Introduction 
1.1 Purpose of Document 

1.1.1 A Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) is a written statement produced as part of 
the Application process for a Development Consent Order (DCO) and is prepared 
jointly between the applicant for a DCO and another party. It sets out matters of 
agreement between both parties, as well as matters where there is not an agreement. 
It also details matters that are under discussion.  

1.1.2 The aim of a SoCG is to help the Examining Authority manage the Examination 
Phase of a DCO application. Understanding the status of the matters at hand will 
allow the Examining Authority to focus their questioning and provide greater 
predictability for all participants in examination. A SoCG may be submitted prior to the 
start of or during Examination, and then updated as necessary or as requested during 
the Examination Phase. 

1.2 Description of the Project 

1.2.1 Esso Petroleum Company, Limited (Esso) launched its Southampton to London 
Pipeline Project in December 2017. The project proposes to replace 90km of its 
105km aviation fuel pipeline that runs from the Fawley Refinery near Southampton, to 
the West London Terminal storage facility in Hounslow. In spring 2018, Esso held a 
non-statutory consultation which helped it to select the preferred corridor for the 
replacement pipeline. In autumn 2018, it held a statutory consultation on the 
preferred route for the replacement pipeline. In early 2019, it held a second phase of 
statutory consultation on design refinements. 

1.3 Statement of Common Ground  
• This SoCG has been prepared jointly by Esso as the applicant and National Grid 

as a Relevant Statutory Undertaker. 
• National Grid owns, manages and operates the national electricity and gas 

transmission network in Great Britain.  

1.3.1 For the purpose of this SoCG, Esso and National Grid will jointly be referred to as the 
“Parties”. When referencing National Grid alone, they will be referred to as “the 
Consultee”.   

1.3.2 Throughout this SoCG: 
• Where a section begins ‘matters agreed’, this sets out matters that have been 

agreed between the Parties.  
• Where a section begins ‘matters not agreed’, this sets out matters that are not 

agreed between the Parties. 
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• Where a section begins ‘matters subject to ongoing discussion’, this sets out 
matters that are subject to further negotiation between the Parties. 

1.4 Structure of the Statement of Common Ground 

1.4.1 This SoCG has been structured to reflect matters and topics of relevance to the 
Consultee in respect of Esso’s Southampton to London Pipeline Project. 
• Section 2 provides an overview of the engagement to date between the Parties. 
• Section 3 provides a summary of areas that have been agreed. 
• Section 4 provides a record of areas that have not yet been agreed. 
• Section 5 provides a list of ongoing matters (if any) that will be agreed or not 

agreed by the Parties during examination.  
• Section 6 provides a record of relevant documents and drawings. 
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2. Record of Engagement Undertaken to Date 
2.1 Pre-application Engagement and Consultation 

2.1.1 The table below sets out the consultation and engagement that has been undertaken 
between the Parties prior to the submission of the DCO application. 

Date Format Topic Discussion Points 

04/12/2017 Correspondence  Pre-go live 
engagement   

Project introduction for stakeholders whose position 
and comments on the project at an early stage could 
significantly impact the project. 

11/12/2017 Correspondence Project launch The project sent a letter to the Consultee regarding:  
• Map of current route 
• Project timeline 
• Project introduction  

19/03/2018 Correspondence  Non-statutory 
(Corridor) 
consultation 
launch  

The project sent the Consultee two letters: 
• Notification of launch letter (as a potential 

future statutory consultee) 
• A notification letter as a landowner, with a 

Person with an Interest in Land questionnaire 
and land plans  

The Consultee did not respond to consultation at this 
stage. 

30/05/2018 Correspondence Preferred 
corridor 
announcement   

The project sent the Consultee a letter to announce 
the preferred corridor. 
The project also confirmed if the Consultee’s assets 
were within preferred corridor.   

27/06/2018 Correspondence Initial Working 
Route  

Project update regarding Initial Working Route. 

15/08/2018 Correspondence Consultation 
Response 

The Consultee responded to the Statutory 
Consultation.  

06/09/2018 Correspondence Launch of first 
statutory 
(Preferred 
Route) 
consultation   

Letter sent to inform of launch of first statutory 
(Preferred Route) consultation in line with Section 42 
of Planning Act 2008. 

09/10/2018 Correspondence Statutory 
consultation 

DCO Officer sent National Grid’s response to 
statutory consultation. See Appendix A for copy of this 
response.  

29/10/2018 Correspondence Protective 
Provision 

Esso sent the Protective Provision to National Grid for 
review and comment. 

30/10/2018 Correspondence Protective 
Provision 

The Consultee’s DCO Officer sent a copy of National 
Grid’s template for protective provisions. 
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Date Format Topic Discussion Points 

08/01/2019 Correspondence Protective 
Provision 

Esso instructed VWV to start legal discussions on 
Protective Provisions with the Consultee’s DCO 
Officer. 

21/01/2019 Correspondence  Launch of the 
second 
statutory 
(Design 
Refinements) 
consultation  

The project sent the Consultee two letters: 
• Notification of launch letter (as a potential 

future statutory consultee) 
• A notification letter as a landowner, with a 

Person with an Interest in Land questionnaire 
and land plans  

See Appendix B for a copy of the Consultee’s 
consultation response. 

31/01/19 Correspondence Request 
Consultation 
Material 

The Consultee requested the consultation material 
from the Applicant. 

08/02/2019 Correspondence Consultation 
Response 

The Consultee responded to the Statutory 
Consultation. 

08/03/2019 Correspondence Protective 
Provision 

VWV contacted the Consultee’s DCO Officer to 
commence Protective Provision discussions. 

22/03/2019 Correspondence SoCG The applicant issued draft SoCG to Consultee for 
review and comment. 

27/03/2019 Correspondence Final route 
announcement   

The project sent the Consultee a letter and brochure 
to announce the final route.  

01/04/2019 Correspondence SoCG Chased Consultee for comments on SoCG 
Consultee responded to say they needed to review 
the final alignment on GIS before submitting 
comments on SoCG.  Applicant sent copy of final 
alignment (shp and DWF files).  

 

2.2 Engagement Following Submission of Application  

2.2.1 The table below sets out the consultation and engagement that has been undertaken 
between the Parties since the submission of the DCO application. 

Date Format Topic Discussion Points 

12/07/2019 Relevant 
Representation 

Relevant 
Representation 

The Consultee submitted a Relevant Representation. 

09/08/2019 Correspondence SoCG Chased Consultee for comments on SoCG 
 

15/08/2019 Correspondence DCO Consultee emailed comments on Book of Reference and 
land plans querying a number of plots National Grid 
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Date Format Topic Discussion Points 

Electricity Transmission (NGET) listed in relation to rights 
granted which are actually SSE  

28/08/2019 Correspondence SoCG Chased Consultee for comments on SoCG 
 

03/09/2019 Correspondence SoCG Chased Consultee legal representative for comments on 
SoCG. Consultee’s responded to say they are waiting for 
a response from VWV in relation to the discussions 
between the parties regarding Protective Provisions.  
 

05/09/2019 Telephone Call  Protective 
Provisions 

VWV on behalf of the Applicant and BCLP for the 
Consultee discussed outstanding issues. VWV taking the 
Applicant’s instructions on a number of outstanding 
points. 

24/09/2019 Correspondence Contact point Consultee provided correspondence contact re: ‘National 
Grid Assets’.  

26/09/2019 Correspondence SoCG The Applicant chased Consultee’s legal representative for 
comments on the SoCG. Consultee responded to say 
they were waiting for a response from VWV in relation to 
the discussions between the parties relating to Protective 
Provisions.  

29/10/2019 Correspondence SoCG The Applicant chased Consultee’s legal representative for 
comments on the SoCG. Consultee responded to say 
they were waiting for a response from VWV in relation to 
the discussions between the parties relating to Protective 
Provisions.  

31/10/2019 Correspondence Protective 
Provisions 

E-mail from BCLP for the Consultee was sent to VWV for 
the Applicant. Returning Protective Provisions and asking 
for a response on the outstanding issues from the 
telephone call on the 05/09/2019. 

04/11/2019 Correspondence SoCG BCLP sent comments on SoCG document 
11/11/2019 Updated SocG issued to BCLP. 

09/11/2019 Correspondence Protective 
Provisions 

Applicant sent BCLP amended protective provisions for 
review.  
 

13/11/2019 Correspondence Protective 
Provisions 

BCLP returned comments on amended Protective 
provisions. 
 

22/12/2019 Correspondence Protective 
Provisions 

Applicant sent BCLP further amended protective 
provision. 
06/01/2020 BCLP acknowledged receipt of further 
amended protective provision. 
28/01/2020 BCLP returned Consultee’s comments on 
further amended Protective provisions. 
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Date Format Topic Discussion Points 

 

06/01/2020  Correspondence Protective 
Provisions 

BCLP acknowledged receipt of further amended 
protective provision 

28/01/2020  Correspondence Protective 
Provisions  

BCLP returned Consultee’s comments on further 
amended Protective provisions requesting a response by 
11th Feb to enable engagement with hearings w/c24th 
Feb and deadlines w/c 2 March, if unresolved issues 
remain between the parties  
 

06/02/2020 Correspondence Statement of 
Common 
Ground 

Applicant sent Consultee revised SoCG for 
consideration. 

10/02/2020 Correspondence Protective 
Provisions 

BCLP reminded Applicants that a response by 11th 
February would assist engagement on outstanding issues 
in DCO process as well as preparation of SoCG. 

12/02/2020 Correspondence Protective 
Provisions 

BCLP returned to Applicant the Consultee’s 
instruction on covenant strength and capitalisation of 
protective costs. 

12/02/2020 Correspondence Statement of 
Common 
Ground 

BCLP returned to Applicant suggested amendments 
on SoCG for consideration. 



Statement of Common Ground   

 

8 
 

3. Matters Agreed 
3.1.1 The table below sets out the matters agreed in relation to different topics. 

Examining 
Authority’s 
suggested 
theme 

Topic  Matter agreed Reference 

Protective 
Provisions 

General  It is agreed that the Consultee has no 
objections to the proposed pipeline 
alignment provided that: 

Adequate Protective Provisions for 
the protection of National Grid’s 
retained apparatus will be included 
on the face of the Order. The 
Applicant has agreed to include 
Protective Provisions on the face of 
the Order, once agreed but has not 
yet reached agreement on the 
wording of the Protective 
Provisions. If Protective Provisions 
are not agreed by Deadline 6 the 
Consultee will submit its required 
wording to ExA but will continue to 
liaise with the Applicant to reach a 
fully agreed position. 

 

 General  It is agreed that contact and Discussion 
will be maintained with the Consultee 
during detailed design and ahead of 
construction. 

 

Impact on 
existing 
apparatus 

 

Protective 
Provisions  

 
The Parties agree that the Applicant 
shall obtain the Consultee’s approval to 
any works in the vicinity of the 
Consultee’s apparatus, in accordance 
with the Protective Provisions that 
remain to be fully agreed between the 
Parties. 
  
All relevant parties shall be aware and 
understand the Health and Safety 
Executive’s (www.hse.gov.uk) 
Guidance Note GS 6 “Avoidance of 
Danger from Overhead Electric Lines”.  
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Any 
connection 
issues 

 The Parties agree there will be no 
connection issues. 
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4. Matters Not Agreed 
4.1.1 The table below sets out the matters not agreed in relation to different topics. 

Examining 
Authority’s 
suggested 
theme 

Topic  Matter not agreed Reference  
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5. Matters Subject to On-going Discussion 
5.1.1 The table below sets out the matters subject to ongoing discussion. 

Examining 
Authority’s 
suggested 
theme 

Topic  Matter subject to ongoing discussion Reference  

Protective 
Provisions 

Protective 
Provisions 

As above the Parties have engaged on 
Protective Provisions and legal 
discussions are ongoing.  

 

Protective 
Provisions 

Drafting of 
the Order – 
Transfer of 
Benefit 
Article 

Whether the Consultee shall be given 
notice of the intended transfer of 
benefit of the Order (either with or 
without the SoS’s consent). The 
Consultee considers that this is 
necessary so that it knows which 
entity may be working near their 
apparatus and so that the covenant 
strength of any such party giving an 
indemnity under the Protective 
Provisions can be considered. 

 

Protective 
Provisions 

Protective 
Provisions 

The need for insurance and surety 
provisions to be included in the 
Protective Provisions on the face of 
the Order. This is under discussion 
between the Applicant and the 
Consultee. 
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6. Relevant documents and drawings 
6.1 List of relevant documents and drawings 

6.1.1 The following is a list of documents and drawings upon which this SoCG is based. 

Application 
Reference 

Title Content Date 
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Appendix A. Preferred Route Consultation Response 
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Appendix B. Design Refinements Consultation Response  
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